


peration, he snatches the toy from his father’s hands and walks off with
it, saying rather bitterly that he hadn’t really thought his father could fix
it anyway. Perhaps it isn’t even “his will” to mend toys.

On the other hand, whenever we are trustful enough to leave our “bro-
ken toy” with the Father, not only do we eventually get it back gloriously
restored, but are also handed a surprising plus. We find for ourselves
what the saints and mystics affirm, that during the dark waiting period,
when self-effort has ceased, a spurt of astonishing spiritual growth took
place in us. Afterwards we have qualities like more patience, more love
tor the Lord and those around us, more ability to hear His voice, greater
willingness to obey.

The divine Husbandman has been teaching us the lesson of the Life
in the Vine. During that waiting period (what seemed like a dark night
of the soul) we were learning the great secret of abiding. Abiding is the
key to unlock heaven’s treasures.

Our human hang-up is thinking that spirituality is something that
we do. “Not so,” says Jesus. “Rather it is My life in you.” The branch does
not have to stretch and strain to grow and produce fruit. The branch’s
part is simply to remain connected to the Vine, to abide there so that the
life-giving sap can flow. Then only do we “bear much fruit.”

Jesus also had a great deal to say about His Father’s timing, the princi-
ple that there is a God-given sequence and rate ot growth for everything
in His creation:

“.first the blade, then the ear, after that the full corn in the ear.”

“The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand,” Jesus might
say. Or when certain disciples were trying to get Him to act prematurely,
“My time is not yet come...” Later, as the shadows deepened around the
Cross, “My time is at hand.” Always His timing. We force and hurry the
divine schedule at our peril.

God does have His “fullness of time” for the answer to each prayer.
It follows then that He alone knows the magnitude of the changes that
have to be wrought in us before we can receive our hearts” desires. He
alone knows the changes and interplay of external events that must take
place before our prayer can be answered. That's why Jesus told us, “It is
not for you to know the times and the seasons, which the Father hath put
in His own power.”

Thus the Lord seems constantly to use waiting as a tool for bringing
us the very best of His gifts. He made the children of Israel wait gener-
ations for their freedom from slavery in Egypt. Because of their stubborn
disobedience, they had to wait forty years before they were ready to enter
the Promised Land. Waiting was the keynote of the exile. The whole story
of the Old Testament is the patient waiting for the “fullness of time”
of the Savior’s birth. And after Jesus’ Ascension, those gathered in the
upper room had to wait a full ten days for the coming of the Holy Spirit.

No wonder some of God’s promises are predicated upon our waiting
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trustingly for His timing: “The Lord is good unto them that wait for
Him...” “But they that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength; they
shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run, and not be weary;
and they shall walk, and not faint.” “And let us not be weary in well doing:
for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not.”

Waiting seems to be a kind of acted-out prayer that is required more
often and honored more often than I could understand until I saw what
remarkable faith-muscles this act develops. For isn’t it true that waiting
demands patience, persistence, trust, expectancy - all the qualities we are
continually beseeching God to give us?

I remember once being in a situation where the Lord told me to wait,
to stand silently by, saying nothing, even though I thought I knew the an-
swer to a problem...it was an astounding experience in poised expectancy.

I had not seen Helen in nearly two years. Her telephone call was a
shocker because she told me that her husband, Steve, was leaving her for
a younger woman. She wanted to talk. “Please, Catherine, may I come
and see you?”

“Helen, I have no qualifications as a marriage counselor,” I said.

“But you will pray with me, won’t you?”

Yes, that I could certainly do and said so, little realizing what a strange
form that prayer was to take.

Now, as Helen stood in the doorway of our home in Boynton Beach,
Florida, I looked at her with a sinking heart. She was carelessly dressed,
her eyes dull and bloodshot from weeping. She was overweight and her
blonde-red hair needed attention.

As we settled down onto the sofa in our living room, Helen launched
into a story that had one recurring theme - throughout, she was constantly
putting herself down. They had three children, but Steve had wanted
more. Steve spent most of his home hours in front of the TV, but then -
she had never been much of a conversationalist. He hadn’t taken her out in
years, but she didn’t mind much. Helen wasn’t sure who the other woman
was, but doubtless it was someone more stimulating - and so on and on.

As Helen talked on, I suddenly realized that I knew what the prob-
lem was. Not that it took much insight: Helen had been screaming the
news to me from the moment she walked in. This woman couldn’t stand
herself. And the minute this became clear, I knew something else. I was
to say nothing. The Lord spoke to my heart crisply. I was to wait. I was
to sit on this piece of insight until the Lord gave it to Helen Himself, in
His own time and in His own way. The self-control required of me was
incredible, as for two hours Helen spelled out in a score of different ways
what I already knew. But incredible also was the sense of expectancy as
I watched the Lord at work. He had brought Helen there for the specific
purpose of giving her time - time to think coherently and connectedly
about her problem. I was there only to keep her thoughts on the track.
Helen needed to reach her understanding on her own, and He was giving
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me supernatural supplies of patience (for me) while He led her there ever
so gently.

With this gift of grace, the two hours sped by as I found myself al-
most leaning forward in anticipation. The time was a blend of talking,
reading Scriptures, silence, and listening. At last Helen asked me if she
might go out into the garden to be alone for a while. When she returned,
her words came tumbling out, “That Bible verse, Catherine, about Jesus
loving us before we loved Him - recently it's been hard to believe that
anyone loves me. But out there in your garden I got to thinking. When
you really believe that God loves you as a person, well then you've got
to love yourself, too.”

I nodded, not daring to speak, and she went on: “Well, it just occurred
to me that I've dishonored Him, in a sense, by the way I let myself and
the house get run-down. I mean my weight, TV dinners all the time, beds
never made...”

As I listened, I marveled at God’s ways. If I had tried to say these
things to Helen as a friend giving advice, chances are she would have
taken offense, or at best accepted my suggestions reluctantly. Needless to
say, this did not solve the problems in Helen’s marriage overnight; there
were many rough months to follow. But eventually, as Helen cleaned up
her house and her person, swept out resentments and smothered angers,
and came to see herself for the cherished person she was in God’s eyes,
the marriage too was healed. As I know from the amazing long-distance
phone call that came from her over a year later - “I just thought you'd
like to know, Catherine, that Steve and I are back together. We're off on
a sort of second honeymoon now. We're spending hours just talking...”

So the Bible extols waiting, partly because it requires qualities which
the Lord wants to encourage in us, like patience, which I need so badly.
But there is another reason too. Waiting works. It is a joining of man and
God to achieve an end, and the end is always a form of the Easter story.

An incident I've never forgotten is related by Patt Barnes of Milwaukee,
who tells of an aged flower vendor he once met who taught him the secret
of the “three days.” Patt Barnes was so impressed by the old woman’s
visible, radiant joy that he commented that her life must be remarkably
trouble free. Oh no, she said, she had as many troubles as the next one, but
she knew that problems held a resurrection hidden within them. When
Jesus died, all looked black, but then three days later came Easter. “So
that’s why I'm happy,” she said. “I know the secret. When trouble comes,
give God a chance - wait three days.”

We can allow an apparent defeat to turn into victory through trusting
in the principle of resurrection. The time may not be a literal three days,
but the principle is always the same. Nor, as the Bible prototype (Easter)
was not a passive event, neither is this kind of’ waiting. Here too, some-
thing must be put to death, usually worry or trying to “do it yourself.”

Some years ago a friend of mine in Washington confided to me a kind
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of prayer she was saying for her son, then a boy of ten. “Already I've
begun praying for that just-right marriage partner for Bobby. I pray for
this future wife’s protection from evil, for her proper growth, both physical
and spiritual,” she told me.

That was a new idea to me. But it struck me as so right that I acted
on it. Each morning for some days, I worked on that creative type of
prayer which, I had learned from experience, God delights to honor. I
asked myself, “What would be the characteristics of spirit and mind and
heart of that just-right girl for my son?” I was not so much concerned
with whether she would be a blonde or a brunette; surely, the inner beauty
would indicate the outer.

Item by item - quite specifically - the lineaments of my dream girl were
put on paper. Most importantly, she would have met Jesus Christ for her-
self’ and would have fallen in love with Him. She would have a good mind,
enough education for mutual intellectual stimulation. She would have a
lot of the joy of life in her, a sense of humor, a certain zing - and so on.

Then when the portrait seemed complete, one morning I gave it to
the Lord, asking Him to correct any flaws in it and bring it to fruition in
Peter’s life in His own time and His own way. I buried it, as it were, as a
tarmer buries his seed, by placing the notes about my dream girl between
the pages of the same favorite Bible.

In the years that followed, it was difficult not to dig the seed up again
and examine it as in time, as procession of girls passed through Peter’s
life. Many were attractive; some would have been hard to accept. But the
time of creative waiting came to an end when Peter John was in his middle
year at Princeton Seminary. The girl’s name was Edith.

Sometime after Edith and Peter were engaged, I came across those
written notes and reread them with amazement. There - detail by detail
- was Edith. Of course, as always, God had thrown in a few extra goodies
for dividends. She was tall, like Peter; blonde, like Peter; a wonderful cook
- what man wouldn’t like that? She was strong physically, with joyous
vitality. And she was interested in gardening and handicrafts and other
hobbies which Peter enjoys.

I loved her immediately, and have never stopped thanking God for
such a marvelous answer to the mysterious, triumphant Waiting Prayer.

Excerpt from Adventures in Prayer by Catherine Marshall.
Used with permission from Marshall-LeSourd LLC.
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Teaching Your Child to Pray

BY CHARLES WHITE

The most important lesson your child will ever learn:
1+1=3

Which is more real to your child — math, or prayer? If the answer is
math, then our little effort at addition is quite wrong. If, however, the
answer is prayer, you and your child will know that 1 + 1 truly does make
three. “Where two or three have gathered together in My name, I am
there in their midst.” (Matthew 18:20) Like math, however, there is much
more to be learned than 1 + 1. Try filling out the following report card
tor each of your children. Have them initial each box they can answer yes
to, and check the boxes they need to work on. You might even fill out a
report card for yourself.

|1 believe God is there every time I pray. Do you believe? Do you
pray about your doubts? Do you doubt God is real? Do you doubt God
loves you? Do you doubt creation? Do you doubt invisible things like the
Holy Spirit? The first step to a sound prayer life is asking God to help
get rid of your doubts. “I believe, help thou my unbelief.” (Mark 9:24)

|1 know there are two parts to prayer: the part where we talk to
God and the part where he talks to us. I stick with my prayers until
they are complete...until God answers. A great lesson for a child is to
write his or her prayer on a piece of paper and putitin a jar or ziploc bag.
Reep praying with the child until you can write the answer on the back.
If necessary, ask others to pray with you. If it is still not answered, ask
your pastor if there is something wrong with the prayer itself. Prayers,
like cars, sometimes need to be fixed. This is an important lesson. If a
child has not stuck with at least one prayer until God answers, why would
he bother praying again?

|_|T know that praying with someone else can help keep me ac-
countable. Who could be a prayer partner for you? We hope all parents
everywhere pray with their children at least once a week. We hope too
that every Sunday School teacher in the country assigns “Prayer Partners”
and asks these partners to pray together at least once a week. The child
who does not pray with others is less likely to pray on his own.

| |I know the only way to pray powerful prayers is PRACTICE. If [
keep my prayer car parked I won't get anywhere. I plan to get my prayer

car in gear and give it a little gas...daily. (For very young children, you
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might even try this lesson actually sitting in your car or with a toy car.)
Prayer is meant to take you to a new place. Let God show the way from
doubt to faith, from sadness to joy, from fear to trust, from anger to love.

|_|T have read the instruction manual. You can’t pray rightly without
Scripture, and you can’t understand Scripture without prayer. We rec-
ommend you look up the following verses about prayer and pray that
God helps you understand them and store them in your heart. John 5:39,
Hebrews 11:6. Isaiah 40:29, 1 John 3:22, Jude 1:20.

|| I know there are things that may hinder the answers to my prayers.
If I am angry with someone, I do my best to forgive them. If I have
sinned, I repent and ask God to cleanse my heart. If I feel ungrateful, I
thank God for past prayers answered. If most of my prayers are selfish,
I make a list of others to pray for.

| |1 pray at the beginning of the day. Everybody prays when they are
in trouble...Daniel in the lions’ den, Joseph when his brothers threw him
in a pit, Jonah when he got swallowed by a whale. Jesus” way of praying
is BIGGER. He teaches us to pray before we get into trouble, prayers like:
“Give us this day our daily bread” and “lead us not into temptation.” If
your child has not yet memorized the Lord’s Prayer, we highly recommend
the Learning Puzzle at www.teachustopray.com. There really is no better
habit than praying in the morning...going to God FIRST.

|| T know what it is to pray “in the spirit.” The only way for a child
to break free of' the worldly influences that surround us all is an ever-in-
creasing sensitivity to the alarms sent by the Holy Spirit. That path begins
with prayer...with a HABIT of prayer. Today, pray with your child for the
gift of the Holy Spirit...his or her personal prayer teacher.

It is the children who can put their initials in all the boxes who are
most likely to grow up to be all God intends them to be: children who
escape the sins that surround us all, children who lead their families and
our nation. We pray your child is among them.

Charles White is a retired Christian preschool teacher,
national facilitator of The Christian Child Care
Coalition, and editor of www.bibleparent.com and
teachustopray.com.
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Answers to Prayer
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