











It was the Holy Spirit who opened Marianne Brown’s eyes. Mrs. Brown is
the wife of the Presbyterian minister in the small town of Parkesburg, Penn-
sylvania, mother of five children and mistress of an old-fashioned rambling
eleven-room manse. The details of her story come directly from her.

Six years ago, if you had asked Marianne Brown what was the most basic
truth about life, the last thing she would have answered would have been
“joy!” She might have said “duty” or even, if she had been feeling brutally
honest, “exhaustion.”

Like any other minister’s wife, Mrs. Brown was trapped in a maelstrom
of activity—church meetings, the presidency of the women’s organization,
constant entertaining, a neighborhood kindergarten, supervising the area rec-
reation program. She had a merciless conscience that drove her and a concern
about other people’s opinions that made her unable to say no to any request.
Like most minister’s wives, she was not able to afford any household help.

Her one escape from exhaustion was to be ill at frequent intervals and go
to bed for rest. This was not too difficult to manage, because the constantly
overtired woman was an easy target for assorted viruses and disorders. Fur-
thermore she had been born with a congenital heart defect, diagnosed by the
doctor as mitral stenosis.

Marianne would lie in bed and brood. Why was her vitality so low? Why
did black moods descend so often, periods of retreating within herself? Some-
times she would go for days, speaking grudgingly even to her family. She
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introduced every other thought with the words, “The trouble is—" It was
indicative of her joyless outlook on life.

“Looking back now,” she told me, “it seems to me that all my life had
been a search for the joy that had been denied me. I remember once seeing a
ragged child standing at the great wrought-iron gates of an estate, his hands
clasping the bars. His eyes were glued wistfully on the winding walks among
the great trees, the sweep of lawn in which he might have run and tumbled,
the flower-beds, even a brook where a small boy might have gone wading and
fishing. Well, I was like that little boy, hungrily staring at vistas of joy that
seemed forever closed to me. That is, until six years ago.”

Then six years ago a new life began for Marianne—quietly enough. A
neighbor dropped in one morning. Over a cup of coffee at the breakfast table,
the harassed minister’s wife poured out her troubles. The friend admitted that
she had no answers for Marianne but suggested they pray together.

They did. There was nothing unusual or dramatic about the prayer. Yet
it seemed to relieve the pressures, so they prayed together again. Then, one
by one, other friends joined them. Eventually there was a small group of
husbands and wives who met in each other’s homes each Saturday evening.

A family crisis overtook the Browns soon afterward. Their high-school-
age daughter suffered a nervous breakdown. The group that met in prayer
gave them important support throughout the crisis. And once again prayer
brought startling results.

Their daughter’s early recovery filled the Browns with gratitude to God
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and to the friends who had shouldered their problems with them. On a cer-
tain Saturday night, as the meeting was being closed with a circle of prayer,
Marianne found herself slipping to her knees as the deep feelings of thanks-
giving to God for His nearness and goodness bubbled up and spilled over into
words, words that came and kept coming in a torrent.

Then suddenly—to Marianne Brown in Parkesburg, Pennsylvania in
1955—the Holy Spirit came. She had done no studying or thinking about
the Comforter, indeed, was scarcely aware of Him at all. Let Marianne tell it:

God's Spirit took over and seemed to immerse my whole being—=body, mind,
and spirit. The Spirit came like tidal waves of “Joy unspeakable and full of glory”
and inundated me. Torrents of God's love swept over me for what seemed like only
a few minutes but lasted a long time. More than once I wondered if my human
body could bear the ecstasy, and I both begged God to stop and feared that he
would!

That night my emotions found perfect expression. I know now that my emo-
tions had been starved. I had only been half-living, because I had been only
half-feeling.

In those minutes God revealed more to me than I had ever learned in books. ..
1 knew that for the remainder of my life Jesus Himself would be my first love. In
Him every desire I had ever had was fulfilled. And I knew that such communion
with God is His will for every human being!

Excerpt from Beyond Onr Selves by Catherine Marshall. Used with permission.
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Margaret rejoices that she sold her home for
a good price enabling total payment of bond
in aged care and some money left over. She is
praising God for much healing of memories
and the blessing of healed forgetfulness! Her
doctors corrected some blood deficiencies and
now she is healed! She also has come back from
depression, and her time in aged care has been
helpful.

Lisah writes that Collette recovered from her
head injury and made it to Israel. She will be
abroad until January doing the Lord’s work.
Only God! Thank you for your prayers!
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Jolaine writes that the doctors successfully removed

the tumor and it was benign! She did not have exces-

sive bleeding and was able to save her kidney! She

had almost no pain and is not on any pain medicines!
The mandatory Covid test prior to surgery was nega-
tive! Jesus took good care of her through her church
as they delivered meals to her for 6 days after surgery.
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Nancy writes that her husband

Dave got the perfect job for his

final career and is able to pay

off many debts! She declares
they are blessed!

You prayed for Troy, six years old,
who couldn’t speak. He is now
speaking and learning to read!

Jean recovered from Covid while hav-
ing Leukemia earlier this year! Then,

God gave a financial breakthrough and ¥ '
s o ¢

sold their house a few months ago!

Shelly is excited and thankful that her son and
her daughter are both following after the Lord
g and seeking His will for their lives! Her mother’s
heart is rejoicing in the Lord that the genera-
tions will know their God!

Lynn writes that Sean is home after 9

. ~ months in the hospital and rehab for Covid!
They gave him only a 20% chance to live
and at one point were ready to give up on
him, but our Almighty Lord God is amaz-

ing, and pulled him through to Victory!




Ruth writes that by grace Sarah had a
safe delivery and baby is fine. Her grat-
Z ; itude is profound to all who supported

gi them in prayer.

Peter testifies that he has resolved his large

debts, been healed of diabetes, lost weight,

and found a new local church as well! Glory

to God! Thank you for your prayers! Want to o
hear more of God’s goodness?

Just recently his prayers have been answered

again and clients have returned to his school.

Nancy writes
that her son got
a good full-time

job!
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Barbara writes that she is able to pray with more sin-
e 3 cerity, more discernment/insight as well as empathy
in her prayer life. She knows it’s only by Holy Spirit’s

grace.
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Judy writes that she is
making slow progress in her ¥ay
health and her granddaugh-
ter accepted Jesus. She is
now attending church!
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Jeanne requested prayer beginning August 15th for
hip replacement surgery that happened September
1. She writes her recovery is better & faster than ex-
pected as she continues PT. Support and love from
her husband, daughter, family & friends has poured
out. Glory to God! Thank you, my Intercessors!

Bertha writes that through your prayers and His ef-
fectual Word, she has been healed of Neuropathy.
Her nerve pain, swelling of ankles, feet and legs
have happened less and less. The pain in her right
leg that had kept her awake at night has stopped.
Praise the Lord Jesus her Healer!

Claire (85) testifies she had great fear over
her diminishing savings and limited month-

ly social security. But her Lord God has

o given her ability to simplify her life. She

1 ' is amazed to see how she needs less than
she thought. She is learning that Jireh, her

Provider is truly enough! Thank you for

your prayers!

e Evelyn writes that after several years she has )
' heard from her prodigal son, who is in Oregon.
Thanks to each and every one for the powerful

prayers at Breakthrough.
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