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This morning, Len and I dragged ourselves out of bed at 6:00 a.m. for 
our morning prayer time. After the long drive from Evergreen Farm in 

Virginia to southern Florida, I'm exhausted. Our suitcases are still packed. 
But there's a meeting of our church committee on Christian education this 
afternoon that Len insists we attend.

I'm fi ghting off  resentment as well as fatigue. I want to get back to my 
writing. Meetings drain me. Bore me. Len wants us to teach a class on the 
Holy Spirit this winter to a group that is resistant to what is happening across 
the country today, frightened by the excesses of some of the "Jesus people," 
by speaking in tongues and so on. Len looks at this class as an adventure. I'm 
full of doubts as to whether we can handle it.

Is it coincidence that I have been reading the Book of Judges? Today 
it was the story of Gideon. Such fascinating reading! So jam-packed full of 
truths and insights!

For instance, Gideon certainly had no idea that he was anyone special in 
God's sight or in man's. He lived at a low point in Israel's history when the 
people had forsaken Jehovah and were worshiping idols.

Yet God sent an angel to Gideon with the message, "Th e Lord is with 
you, you mighty man of [fearless] courage" Judges 6:12 (Amplifi ed). 

Th ere's immense humor in this greeting. For "the mighty man of cour-
age" was at that moment hiding out in a winepress for fear of the Midianites.

And his reaction to the angel's appearance was doubt and confusion. "If 
the Lord is with us, why is all this befallen us?" (v. 13). 

Th e answer was a strange one. Th e angel did not rebuke Gideon for an-
swering back with unbelief. Instead, he repeated, "Go in this your might, and 
you shall save Israel from the hand of Midian. Have I not sent you?" (v. 14).

Again Gideon sounds like anything but a hero. He replies, in eff ect, 
"Who, me? Save Israel? Surely you must be kidding. My clan is the poorest 
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in Israel and I'm the least in my father's house, the youngest son, the one 
everyone picks on."

The Lord's answer is, "Surely, I will be with you, and you shall smite the 
Midianites as one man" (v. 16). 

Only after the angel disappears does Gideon seem to realize that he has 
actually been in the presence of an angel. His reaction to this, characteristical-
ly, is downbeat all the way. He might have been thrilled and begun praising 
God. Instead, he says, "Alas, O Lord God! For now I have seen the Angel of 
the Lord face to face!" (v. 22).

Never on God's side, however, is there anything but patient understand-
ing of Gideon's doubt and unbelief. "Peace be to you; do not fear, you shall 
not die" (v. 23).

Then begins a series of clear-cut instructions from the Lord. First, Gide-
on is to tear down two idols.

The "mighty man of courage" obeys, but does it at night because he's so 
scared of his own clan, even of his father and brothers.

In fact, his father sticks up for him before the townspeople.
But Gideon is full of doubt still. Only after elaborate further signs and 

reassurances from Jehovah will he consent to take command of the Israelite 
forces. And then the point of the story becomes clear: it is God's strength and 
His alone that delivers us. For God persuades Gideon to reduce his warriors 
from 22,000 to 300. And it is this small army that routs the Midianites.

The clear message for today that I receive from this reading is that God is 
going to show me that I can rely on Him alone—for physical strength as for 
every other need. So thank You, Lord, for the meeting I will go to this after-
noon, hence no nap today. Thank You for the challenge of teaching a class on 
the Holy Spirit. Full speed ahead, O Gideon!

Excerpt from A Closer Walk by Catherine Marshall. Used with permission.
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Lisa returned to say 
thank you. She traveled 
safely to Italy. In recent 

weeks the Lord has given 
her opportunity to reach 
and fill the pulpit at three 

different churches. She 
states it well—"It's quite 
wonderful!" Go forth, 
Lisa, and fulfill your 

God-given calling and 
destiny! It is wonderful in 

our sight also!

Jane is excited to testify 
that her son Brian (45) 
was able to divorce his 
abusive wife who tried 

to kill him. The Lord has 
favored and blessed him 
and given him an incred-
ible job after being out 

of work for nine months. 
Thank You, faithful Yesh-

ua, our provider Jireh!

Esther praises God 
that her daughter 

Dorothy and son-in-
law Josh are receiving 
counseling for their 

marital problems. To 
her amazement and 

gratefulness, they seem 
to be making progress.

Wow, glory 
to God! The 
dentist paid 
Teresa's bill. 
She testifies 
this is a mir-
acle, and we 
agree. We 

praise El Roi, 
the God who 

sees.
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Helene is overwhelmed in 
joy and thanksgiving. Their 

oldest son Mark (58) came to 
visit her after over one year of 
not much contact. He came 
right before Mother's Day. 
Lord, we do honor You for 

blessing this dear mother with 
a special answer of her child's 

presence, time, and loving 
hugs. How sweet You are in 

the details of our lives! Thank 
You, our heavenly Father 

God! Helene thanks you for 
your prayers.

Shawn is 
delighted for 
God's swift 
intervention 
for Ashley 

and her kids. 
Her income 
tax refund 

came imme-
diately, and 
she was able 
to pay all the 
bills. Thank 

You, Lord, for 
blessing this 

family!
Janet sees God's goodness to 
her and knows her job, her 

raise, her place to live, and her 
healing are all testimonies of 

answered prayer. God delights 
in the prayers of the upright!
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Susan is reporting Eden (9), 
their granddaughter, got 

saved at the Christmas Eve 
church service. All of the 
other grandchildren were 
in the service and loved it. 
Now 3 of their 7 grands 

have confessed Jesus as their 
Savior! How glorious is this! 

We are rejoicing for this 
family and the youth 
coming into revival!

Sandy is very grateful for your prayers 
for her son who was drinking and doing 
drugs. His wife is a very nice lady, and 
they are doing well. All glory to God!

Praise the Lord 
that Jeanetta's 

brother Johnny 
is now cancer 
free. All glory 

to God. 
Hallelujah!

Nettie's daughter and son-in-law have 
developed healthy choices of dealing 
with stress. Nettie's strength also in-
creased during trials with her family. 
Thank You, Father God. Thank You, 
Holy Spirit. Joy fills, freedom comes!
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Thank you all 
for the prayers. I 
have been healed, 
and I must praise 
God for such a 

blessing.
-Renee

Eugenia is praising 
the Lord that He has 

given her a new group 
to minister with and 

break bread with. God 
always comes through 

with His promise.

Margaret is 
praising God 

that Travis 
is clean and 

Sarah has been 
sober. Both are 
truly working 
on themselves. 
God's beauti-
ful grace and 

mercy at work!

Darlene is super excited 
that her auntie (95) is 

walking stronger after her 
hip replacement. Glory 

to God!

William is 
delighted to 
inform you 
that his eyes 

have improved 
much. That's 
good news!
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